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Tunica intima:
Endothelium
Internal elastic membrane

Matrix proteins
External elastic membrane
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Migration of leucocytes

y into the artery wall

Lipoprotein infiltration

Increased endothelial
permeability

Leucocyte adhesion

W Formation of
R \ necrotic core

‘\ Accumulation of

i @%/ macrophages
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Formation of
the fibrous cap
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Thinning of the
fibrous cap

Rupture of the
fibrous cap

Hemorrhage from
plaque
microvessels

Intraluminal thrombus

Lipid pool

Intraplaque thrombus
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